
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 93 

The provision for Protestant clergy made in the Constitu- 
tional Act of 1791 did not satisfy Dr. Stuart, nor did it suffice, 
for the British government found it necessary for many a year 
to pay the salaries of the clergy [Anglican] in both Upper and 
Lower Canada. Of this act, the Hon. Richard Cartright wrote 
most tolerantly in 1792 to Isaac Todd a partner of the Hon. 
James McGill of Montreal: "Indeed the caution with which 
everything relative to the Church or Dissenters is guarded in 
the Act of Parliament which establishes our Constitution; and 
the Zeal and Tenaciousness of the Executive Government in this 
Country on this Head, has always astonished me. Where a 
particular system has been long adopted and acted upon, some 
evil may perhaps result from a change, although in its prin- 
ciples, it may be neither liberal nor just, and, at all events 
there is the Bugbear Innovation to guard the Abuse; but to 
make this Abuse an essential Principle, and when a new Gov- 
ernment is to be formed, as in the present case, among people 
composed of every religious denomination, and 19-20 of whom 
are of Persuasions different from the Church of England, to at- 
tempt to give to that Church the same exclusive, political ad- 
vantages that it possesses in Great Britain, and which are even 
there the cause of so much clamour appears to me to be as im- 
politic as it is unjust. In the present times one would expect 
better things from ministers." 

R. J. P. 



The History Of The Negro Church. By Carter G. Woodson, 
Ph.D. Washington : The Associated Publishers. Pp. x + 330 

The Negro is a problem. How could he be otherwise? Brought 
to this country through trickery and fraud, snatched from the 
savage freedom of an African jungle, to be made a slave in the 
midst of a white civilization, then set free, not by any well- 
thought-plan of emancipation, but amid the passions of war, 
and as a measure for the humiliation of his former masters, 
granted full citizenship by designing politicians who have since 
exploited him, turned adrift upon his own resources; it is no 
wonder that he is a problem The smarting sense of injustice 
on both sides, appeals to race prejudice, and the failure to 
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understand the psychological differences between the two races, 
have kept back what solutions might have been feasible Any- 
thing which will aid in this should therefore be welcomed by the 
student, quite apart from either the literary merits or the ab- 
stract truth of the matter set forth. It is because his book is a 
negro's contribution that it is valuable. 

Religion among the Americanized negroes has always as- 
sumed an important place. Emotional by nature, imitative, 
easily led, full of the supernatural, religious guides have been 
able to mold him in their own way. The place of the "church" 
in the negro's life is well set forth by the author, who says, 
"Negroes regularly attend church, whether Christians or sin- 
ners. They have not yet accumulated wealth adequate to the 
construction of clubhouses, amusement parks, and theatres, 
although dance halls have attracted many. Whether they de- 
rive any particular joy therefrom or not, the Negroes must go 
to church to see their friends, as they are barred from social 
centers open to whites. They must attend church, moreover, 
to find out what is going on ... . The young Negro must go to 
church to meet his sweetheart, .... the Negro farmer to find out 
the developments in the business world, the Negro mechanic to 
learn the needs of his community and how he may supply 
them." (pp. 267-8.) 

But this is not all. The Negro has a keen spiritual sense. 
He wants religion, not mere social service, and Dr. Woodson 
caustically remarks, "The Negro in his religious development 
has not yet gone so far as the white man in divesting Christian 
duty of spiritual ministration and reducing it to a mere service 
for social uplift." (p. 273) . This is a keen analysis of the fail- 
ure of Protestantism to meet the fundamental needs of a race. 

The course of religious instruction among the negroes from 
their earliest introduction to this country, through the cen- 
turies of slavery, down to the Civil War, are sketched over. One 
may not always accept the author's conclusions, and even his 
relation of facts may be questioned, for unfortunately, as we are 
told on the cover advertisement, "No effort has been made to 
document this work" and that seriously detracts from its value 
as history. Despite this shortcoming, it gives rise to thought, 
and makes one see how much harm was done to friendly rela- 
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tions between the two races by the excesses of abolitionists and 
by the passions engendered in the conduct of the War between 
the States. Many cases are adduced, showing the influence 
among white people, of negro ministers before the War, an in- 
fluence which not the most advanced of the race could possibly 
exercise now. That the negro, as a whole, has made great 
strides in his half -century of freedom cannot be denied, and this 
book is a record of many of his achievements, and of those who 
have wrought them. 

The point of view in this work is that of the ordinary Pro- 
testant, who is entirely without the Catholic idea of the con- 
cept conveyed to our minds by the word "Church." Thus the 
title simply means a study of the development of the negro Chris- 
tian congregations of any sect. Although he is without any 
real appreciation of the reason for its attitude, the author is 
always friendly and courteous in his remarks about the work 
of the Catholic Church among the coloured people. His state- 
ment that the "appeal of the evangelical rather than the ritual- 
istic explains. . the slow progress of the Catholic work among 
the Negroes," (p. 98) is a more charitable view of our failure 
that we can possibly take of it. The devotion of our compara- 
tively few negro congregations, and the fact, which Dr. Wood- 
son notes, that they lead all denominations in the large propor- 
tion of male members "with 47.5 per cent" (p. 293.) shows that 
it is more our fault than his that the negro has become so 
largely Methodist and Baptist. 

The chief value of this volume is not as history, — it would 
hardly meet the test in that respect — but as a piece of negro 
psychology. It shows what he is thinking, what his own esti- 
mate of his conditions is, how he regards his past, what are his 
hopes for the future. As we said at the outset, the Negro is a 
problem. Dr. Woodson has helped us to understand that prob- 
lem, and understanding is the primary requisite towards reach- 
ing a solution. 

Floyd Keeler, A.M., S.T.B. 



The Indwelljng Of The Holy Spirit. By Rev. Barthelemy Froget, 
O.P., S.T.M., translated by Rev. Sydney A. Raemers, M.A. 
New York : The Paulist Press. Pp. xv+240. 

There is no subject in the domain of theology upon which 



